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429 polls, ^42,900 00
Improved and unimproved land and build-
ings, 506,490 00
320 horses, 21,090 00
28 oxen, Ij425 00
349 cows, , 9,959 00
100 neat stock, i)984 00
48 sheep, 150 00
Vehicles, 1,680 00
Stock in banks and other corporations, 3>686 00
Money on hand and at interest, 4,100 00
Stock in trade, 80,330 00
Mills and machinery, 22,900 00
Buildings not designated, 500 00
6 hogs, 48 00






High school, by law ^400 ; additional ^400,







Rate of taxation, $1.97 on ^100.
^1,317
Statement of Town Debt, 1902.
LIABILITIES FEBRUARY 15, 1902.
Notes held against the town Feb. 15, 1902, ^25,602 74
Accrued interest Feb. 15, 1902, 677 00
Mrs. Noyes, cemetery trust fund, 200 00
Accrued interest, " 7 00
Lovell Brock, " .100 00
Balance of 1901 dog licenses, 124 00
Total liabilities, 126,711 51
ASSETS.
Cash in hands of Treasurer Feb. 15, 1902,
W. R. Bunker, note,
Due from L. P. Ladd, Collector, 1897,




Debt of town Feb. 15, 1902,
51,009
Statement of Town Debt, 1903.
LIABILITIES FEBRUARY 15, 1903.
Notes held against the town Feb. 15, 1903,
Accrued interest Feb. 15, 1903,
Mrs. Noyes, cemetery trust fund,
Accrued interest, cemetery trust fund,
Lovell Brock, " '' "
Henry N. Jones, " " "
Electric light fund,
Balance of 1902 dog licenses,
Total liabiHties,
ASSETS.
Cash in hands of Treasurer, Feb. 15, 1903, ^1,362 97
W. R. Bunker, note,
Due from Matthew Harvey, Collector, 1899,
Wm. H. Tilton,
Total assets.
Debt of town Feb. 15, 1903,
Decrease of debt during year.
^21,130
Selectmen's Report.
To cash in hands of Treasurer Feb. 15, 1902, $1,009 9^
W. R. Bunker, note, 641 00
Uncollected tax, 1897, 37i4
" " 1899, 47 52
" " 1900, 327 26
" " 1901, 3,268 66
Insurance tax, from State Treasurer, i 50
Railroad " " " « 752 79
Savings Bank tax, from State Treasurer, 958 09
Literary fund, " an u J27 00
Proportion of school fund, 211 25
High School tuition fund, 40 65
Cash from County Treasurer, I5304 33
Rent of Town Hall, 190 50
Police Justice, 274 50
Money hired, 1,786 56
Dog licenses, 181 20
Taxes assessed and committed to Collector, 13,736 69
Henry N. Jones trust fund, 100 00
Other sources, . i 47
^24,998 02
CR.
By orders issued :
Support of poor, ^833 15
Aid of dependent soldiers, 721 90
Town officers, 813 45
Town Hall, 414 01
Board of Health, 39 49
Schools, 3,570 67
Quarantine, ^ 131 46
Pohce and care of tramps, 119 70
Police Court, 113 63
Dog damages, 41 00
Street lights, 308 00
Miscellaneous, 404 8;^
Notes and interest, 7,6 11 16
State tax, i)3i7 50
County tax, 2,491 51
Public Library, 100 00
State Industrial School, 78 00
Interest on trust funds, 14 00
Roads and bridges, 439 21
Sidewalks, 14 25
Highway districts, ij492 01
Abatements, 250 85
Tuitions for school children, 129 00
Total, $21,448 78
Uncollected tax, 1899, $941
" " 1900, 115 06
" " 1901, 208 33
" " 1902, 1,212 47
Cash in hands of Treasurer, Feb. 15, 1903, 1,362 97




L. M. Witham, board of Dearborn child, $72 00
E. S. Purington, board of Henry Eaton, 76 50
A. C. Buswell, medical aid to Joseph Morrill, 50 00
" " J. Morris, 11 00
" " Daisy Hanson, 7 50
" " Jacob Polen family, 15 00
John H. Pike, goods to Horace Davis, 15 00
R. B. Belyea, goods to Ed. Shannon, 34 00
Mrs. A. E. Norris, board of E. T. Norris, 45 00
A. D. Brown, burial outfit for Mrs. Morrisett, 22 00
" " " Belanger child, 15 00
" casket for Polen child, 1 2 00
George F. Folsom, goods to Sarah Eaton, 78 00
Mrs. L. M. Parks, care of Morrisett child, 1 2 00
Mrs. JVI. E. Wilson, care of Daisy Hanson, 25 00
W. G. Cain, medical aid, S. Stilson, 3 50
" " Horace Davis, 3 00
" " Joseph Hartford, 52 00
A. W. Mitchell, medical aid, S. Stilson, 33 50
" '' Joseph Morrill, 31 70
" . " V. Morrisett, 34 00
" " Horace Davis, 9 85
" • " Thomas Taylor, 12 50
" '' S. Stanley, 17 50
" " Lewis Wood, 3 00
John Leddy & Co., goods, T. Taylor, n 59
" " " Joseph Morrill, 72 00
" " " Horace Davis, 5 00
" " " O. Vannassa, 10 43
P. C. Ray, clothing for Morrisett children, 8 00
Geo S. Rundlett, Jr., board of Morrisett children, 5 00
Charles M. Woods, wood for Mrs. Waters, 2 50
" supplies, T. Taylor, 9 08
James F. Brown, wood, Mrs. Waters, 2 00
Irvin F. Norris, wood for Joseph Hartford, 1 2 00
George S. Thompson, wood for Mrs. Waters, ^3 So
A. M. P. Pearson, wood for O. Vannassa, i 50
^833 15
AID TO DEPENDENT SOLDIERS AND FAMILIES.
John H. Pike, goods to Mrs. Carrigg, $13 00
" " " " Parks,
Daniel French, wood to Mrs. Carrigg,
John Q. Pike, goods to Mrs. Parks,
" " " " Carrigg,
George F. Folsom, goods to Mrs. Clough,
" " " Dennis Johnson,
J. H. Witham, wood to Mrs Carrigg,
W. G. Cain, medical aid to Dennis Johnson,
" " " " Sarah Prescott,
A. W. Mitchell, " " Mrs. Clough,
" " " " Mrs. A. J. Coffin,
" « " " Mrs. Carrigg,
John Leddy & Co., goods to Mrs. Cofifin,
Irvin F. Norris, wood to Mrs. Clough,
Daniel French, "
Stephen Ely, sawing wood for Mrs. Carrigg,
James F. Brown, oawiag wood for Mrs. Carrigg,
John Holt, —-*• " Mrs. Clough,
A. C. Buswell, medical aid for Mrs. Prescott,
J. L. True & Son, supplies for Mrs. Prescott,
" " " " " G. W. Brackett,
George S. Thompson, wood for Mrs. Carrigg,
A. C. Buswell, medical aid for G. W. Brackett,
1. F. Norris, wood for Dennis Johnson,
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lO
Irvin F. Norris, services as Selectman from
Feb. 15 to March 11, ^13 00
S. E. Swain, services as Selectman from Feb.
1 5 to March 1 1
,
W. S. Goodrich, Auditor,
A. R. Thompson, Ballot Clerk,
James F. Brown, services as Selectman from
Feb. 15 to March 11,
Frank W. Brown, Board of Health,
Lewis P. Ladd, Ballot Clerk,
A. C. Buswell, Board of Health,
Jenness S. Smith, Ballot Clerk,
F. P. Knox, Moderator,
F. P. Knox, Auditor,
Daniel W. Ladd, School Board,
John J. Tilton, " " ,
Edwin S. Folsom, " "
A. D. Brown, Treasurer,
George N. Shepard, Treasurer of Schools,
John J. Tilton, Town Clerk,
Charles L. Allen, Truant Officer,
Edwin S. Folsom, Supervisor,
George A. Gilmore, Board of Health,
A. M. P. Pearson, PoHce Judge,
" " Ballot Clerk,
Walter H. Stickney, Selectman,
Stephen E. Swain, "
Irvin F. Norris, "
William H. Tilton, Tax Collector,
TOWN HALL.
Gilbert & Barker, gasolene, 1^92 49
Charles L. Allen, care and supplies, 105 86
Willie S. Goodrich, wood, 3 37
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A. D. Brown, insurance,
John J. Tilton,
"
John A. Hall, paint and labor,
John S. Ladd, labor and supplies,
New England Brick Co., coal,
Bert Parks, drawing coal,
I. F. Norris, wood,
George S. Thompson, wood,
James F. Brown, wood,













George N. Shepard, Treasurer,
John J. Tilton, express on supplies,
Ginn & Co., supplies,
Thompson, Brown & Co., supplies,
Houghton, Mifflin & Co.,
American Book Co.,




Rand, McNally & Co.,
BOARD OF HEALTH.
Walter B. Hall, teams, $s 00
Frank W. Brown, time and ' expense with State
Board of Health, 8 00
George A. Gilmore, supphes, 24 49




Diphtheria and Smallpox Cases.
A. W. Mitchell, medical aid to W. Perkins,
A. C. Buswell, " " " Vannassa child,
" « " " " J. Rock child,
" " at McBurney's, by order of State
Board of Health,
William La Fontain, supplies to O. Vannassa,
H. W. Smith, suppHes to E. F. Perkins,
Jacob Polen, supplies to O. Vannassa,
Alna L. Folsom, care of Jarrett child,
George A. Gilmore, medicine and supphes,
George A. Gilmore, disinfecting.
POLICE AND CARE OF TRAMPS.
Charles L. Allen, I85 00
John S. Ladd, pohce outfit, 7 25
Ira C. Purington, 19 45




John H. Pike, oil,
H
James A. Corning, time and expense on electric
lights,
E. N. Jarrett, returning marriages,
A. W. Mitchell, returning births and deaths,
" Fogg donation,
M. A. Perkins, team in pauper case,
Cyrus R. Sanborn, services with hearse,
John J. Tilton, recording births and deaths,
Walter H. Stickney, car fare and expense,







Frank J. Holt, labor and railing, ^23 00
Willie S. Goodrich, labor, 7 00
R. J. Holt, breaking roads, 2 50
Joseph A. Edgerly, labor and expense on bridge, 70 00
John S. Ladd, tile and spikes, 47 1
5
Jay L. Thompson, supphes, 2 99
John A. Wiggin, labor, i 35
Moses O. Nichols, labor on bridge, 13 46
James D. Whittemore, 12 25
James D. Whittemore, breaking, 10 45
S. E. Swain, labor, 5 75
Stephen Holt, 8 00
Daniel W. Ladd, gravel, 3 30
Ladd Bros., bridge plank, 181 51
George S. Thompson, repairs on road machine, 318
Frank Chase, bridge plank, 36 25
Edwin S. Folsom, bridge plank, 11 07
SIDEWALKS.
E. C. Brown, labor, $5 00




James D. Whittemore, Surveyor, $422 27
17
DISTRICT NO. 3.
George B. True, Surveyor, $72 12
Harrison Sanborn, Surveyor, 1901, 3 00
ABATEMENTS.
Matthew Harvey, Collector, 1899,
" " 1900,
" " 1901,
William H. Tilton, " 1902,
DISTRICT NO. 4.




Received for licenses on dogs for the year 1902 as follows
:
66 male dogs at $2.00,





JOHN J. TILTON, Town Clerk.
;i32
Report of Police Court.
Rockingham, ss., Feb. 14, 1903.
Whole number of cases tried at the Epping PoHce
Court for the year ending February 14, 1903, 32
Drunk,




Feb. 15, Unexpended balance from last year, ^60 33
1903.
Feb. 15, Received of Town Treasurer by order
of Selectmen, 100 00
Feb. 15, Received of Mae A. Prescott, fine




Nov. 25, Paid DeWolfe, Fisk & Co., books, $4^ 24
1903.
Feb. 7, Paid C. W. Sanborn, printing, 2 00
14, Mae A. Prescott, Librarian, etc., 60 65
14, Cash to balance, 58 32
$168 21
GEO. W. TILTON, Treasurer.
LIBRARIAN'S REPORT.
To THE Trustees of Epping Free Public Library :
Your Librarian submits the following report for the year ending
Feb. 14, 1903 :
Number of books loaned, 2,020
Books purchased, 51
Book fines received, ^6.63
Books donated, 2
Whole number of books now in Library, 1,165
One book lost and paid, $1.25
Cards issued, 24
Total number of cards issued, 689
MAE A. PRESCOTT, Librarian.
Report of Board of Health.
To THE Selectmen and Inhabitants of the Town of Epping :
In making this, our annual report for the year just closed, we
desire to thank the citizens and officers of the town for their co-
operation and assistance in performing the duties of health ofificers
during what has proved to be the most perplexing and arduous
year since a Board of Health was established in the town of Epping.
The Legislature of 1891 removed the duty of enforcing the law
relating to vaccination of school children from the School Board
and placed it upon the Health Board. This, with the sanitary
inspection of school property, necessitated a visit of the board to
the various schools in session at the beginning of the spring term,
and the removal of quite a number of children from the schools
until vaccinated, and will call for one or more visits of an officer of
the board each term to see that the teachers do not admit any new
pupils without the proper certificate of successful vaccination. We
found the sanitary arrangements of several school houses in very
bad condition, and so notified the School Board, who have partially
remedied the conditions existing, but there remains much to be
done. The Watson Academy needs an overhauling of its closets,
the offensive odor of which penetrates the recitation rooms, es-
pecially the grammar school room.
This building needs a water supply, and either water closets or
dry earth closets to make the condition less a menace to the health
of teachers and pupils, who suffer from ailments frequently that in
our opinion can be more or less directly traced to the unsanitary
conditions existing about the building;
There have been one case of typhoid fever, two cases of measles
and quite a number of cases of diphtheria, widely scattered and of
more or less mahgnancy, resulting in at least three deaths and at
least one not recognized until too late to obtain a satisfactory
diagnosis. These cases, by reason of the obligations to furnish
24
supplies to those in quarantine, which the laws of '91 impose upon
the health board, have added quite a tidy sum to the expenses of
the town, for which no one can be held responsible. We have in
charge one case of small pox and three of diphtheria at the present
time. We have had one case of suspected exposure to small pox,
and found on the street one belonging to the town of Fremont,
who was ordered by the physician whom he consulted to return at
once to the place from whence he came, and the proper oiificials
were notified and a quarantine established against the portion of
Fremont affected by the dreaded scourge.
We have attended to our duties faithfully as we saw them, and
would respectfully ask the kindly consideration in the future that
we have heretofore received in this most unpleasant but necessary
ofificial position.
Respectfully submitted,
A. C. BUSWELL, M. D., ) Board of
GEORGE A. GILMORE, j Health.
School Report.
REPORT OF TREASURER OF EPPING SCHOOL DISTRICT.
Closing Report for Official Year, 190 1-2.
1902. receipts.
Feb. 22, Unexpended balance, I217 65
EXPENDITURES.




Charles W. Sanborn, printing, 3 00
7, Edgar E. Hulse, Superinten-
dent of Schools, 40 00
Charles W. Woods, convey-
ance of scholars, 24 00
15, Balance carried to new account, 114 65
Opening Report for Official Year, 1902-3.
1902. receipts.
Mar. 15, Balance from last account, ^114 65
Of Town Treasurer on Selectmen's orders :
From taxation by law for common schools.
Additional by vote " " "
" under by-law for high school,
" by vote " . "
From State, for Superintendent of Schools,
Literary fund.
Dog license money.





Paid upon orders of the School Board :
Edgar E. Hulse, Superintendent of Schools, ^411 26
Fred T. Johnson, principal of High school, 420 00
Miss Katherine N. Brown, teacher of Grammar
school, 279 00
Miss Mattie O. Brown, teacher of Intermediate
school, 306 00
Miss Ethel M. Stevens, teacher of South Primary
school, 108 00
Miss Mae E. Osgood, teacher of North Primary
school, ?io 00
Miss Charlotte D. Morrison, teacher of East
Epping school, 89 60
Miss Ella F. Pike, teacher of North Epping
school, 72 00
Miss Mary E. Folsom, teacher of West Epping
school, 224 00
Miss Charlotte D. Morrison, teacher of South
Primary school, 198 00
Miss Ella F. Pike, teacher of Red Oak Hill school, 84 00
Miss Grace G. Knight, teacher of East Epping
school, 160 00
Miss Florence A. Morris, elocutionist, 12 00
Treasurer of Watson Academy, 104 00
$2,677 86
> For conveyance of scholars, ^334 60
fuel and preparing same, 12284
services of janitors, 75 25
cleaning school premises, 29 65
occasional repairs, 38 43
school supplies, 18 75
|6t9 52
Unexpended balance, 198 72
$3,496 10
GEORGE N. SHEPARD, Treasurer.
Epping, N. H., Feb. 25, 1903.
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SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT.
To THE MeIMBERS OF THE SCHOOL BOARD.
Gentlemen :— I herewith present my second annual report of
the condition and progress of your schools for the year ending
March i, 1903.
In my first report I endeavored to lay before you facts and im-
pressions concerning your schools as they existed at that time and
before, and reviewed the course I had taken to improve them, also
suggested and outlined some things to be done during the year just
closing, to enhance the efificiency of the schools still farther.
I take great pleasure in saying at the outset in this report, that I
believe the year just closing has witnessed a good, steady progress
along educational lines. There has been a closer application to
the work at hand, a universal improvement in the order and spirit
in the schools and a marked increase in interest in the schools and
education on the part of children and parents. This very gratify-
ing condition must be attributed to various causes, but chiefly to
the excellent corps of teachers which we have been able to se-
cure and retain. We have had few changes, which fact has con-
tributed to the efificiency of our school system.
The teachers seem well adapted to their several schools and good
work has been done. The Teachers' Club, organized during my
first year, has continued its meetings during the year just closing,
with mutual pleasure and profit. The usual teachers' institutes
and convention have been attended by most of the teachers.
The graded course of study adopted June, 1901, has been fol-
lowed as closely as possible, and is well received and established.
It seems to meet the needs of the schools on the whole, but a few
slight changes and additions might add to its efficiency.
I must again urge upon you the necessity of a longer school year.
If we are to successfully cover the outlined work of our course of
study in the grades, and compete favorably with other schools of a
similar character, we surely need thirty-six weeks to do it in. No
one questions the right of the High School to thirty-six weeks. It
would be unreasonable to expect it to meet its obligations in less
time. We reason that it is fully as important to have time to
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thoroughly prepare for the High School. By the strictest economy
and wise managing the village schools have had thirty-four weeks
this year, besides giving the outlying schools longer service. We
are appreciating the gain over other years and are confidently hop-
ing that next year we shall reach our goal. If we could look for-
ward to a fourteen week term in the fall, ten week term in the
winter, and a twelve week term for the spring, with a two week va-
cation each at Christmas and the last of March, we could not only
look for added interest on the part of the pupils, but would be able
to retain more of our good teachers. Teachers are not only look-
ing for good salaries, but length of service.
Your text-books need more than a passing notice. "Nothing
takes the place of good text-books." The most imperative need in
the grammar schools is arithmetics and language books. The
Franklin series of arithmetics is a good two book series, but hardly
adequate to present needs of up-to-date schools, besides they are
so dilapidated that many are beyond use and will need to be dup-
licated unless a new series is introduced. The same is true of lan-
guage books, the middle grade especially. I wish we might look
forward to the introduction of a graded series of arithmetic on the
spiral plan and either complete the introduction of Metcalf's series
of language and grammar, or some other good series. This would
not incur a great extra expense over and above what would be
needed to duplicate old and wornout books. The saving by in-
troducing a graded series at a cost of fifteen cents (possibly less at
exchange rates) per pupil, instead of purchasing books like the
Franklin series at fifty or sixty cents per copy, would nearly, if not
quite equalize the expense of supplying the children with new up-
to-date arithmetics. A supplementary set of graded hterature
readers has been furnished all children, up to, and including the
third grade. Also a supplementary supply of the Holden Primers.
We hope to continue the literature series through the grades in the
near future. New fresh reading is much needed in the schools and
would add much to the progress of the pupil.
The "Rural School" problem is still up for solution. I believe the
matter has been handled as wisely as could have been under the cir-
cumstances during the year. While the course pursued has not been
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ideal in all its appointments, good results have been obtained and
a fair degree of satisfaction prevails. The only thing necessary to
make these arrangements successful is suitable and vviUing convey-
ance at reasonable rates. It is not the fault of the School Board
that the rural schools are small, or that the children belonging to
these schools live so far away from good schools ; neither is it the
fault of the parents who Hve there. Blame does not enter into the
matter.- The problem is how can we give the children the best
schooling at a judicious cost. It would seem that those interested
should co-operate with the School Board the best they can to help
solve the problem.
A careful, unprejudiced consideration of the matter will not fail
to win adherents to the course being pursued. I cannot refrain
from making a plea for our school buildings and surroundings. It
goes without saying that we should make the surroundings for our
children just as attractive and homelike as possible. A clean, neat
and tasty schoolroom that has been tinted arid freshened by a coat
of kalsomine on the walls and coat of paint on the wood work
occasionally, and that is decorated with inspiring pictures,
whose outside surroundings are in keeping with its inward
refinement, is sure to elevate and refine the child who lives in it.
While the reverse tends not only to stay or lower his conception of
refinement, but helps to counteract other influences which would
make him a better man.
It would be a step in the right direction if the rudiments of
vocal music could be taught in the schools. Good music in the
school is recognized to be one of the most potent factors in good
school discipline. Its influence is both elevating and inspiring. A
small sum set apart for this instruction would pay well. Doubtless
a local teacher could be secured who would be very acceptable.
It will be noted by the appended statistical report that there are
seven hundred seventy-nine cases of tardinesses during the school
year ending August i, 1902. Also the per cent, of attendance
was eighty-six. This record should be nearer perfection. A hearty
co-operation on the part of parents would do much to correct
this state of affairs. Fifteen certificates of employment have issued
during 1901 and 1902.
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Your High School is steadily gaining ground. Its general tone
has been much improved during the year and its future looks
brighter. The excellent report of your principal, Mr. Johnson,
which follows this report, covers the field so well that I refrain
from further commeiit. You are cordially asked to give his report
the attention and careful reading to which it is entitled.
Whatever touches life with an upward tendency is education.
—
Tompkins.




Education is not a preparation for Ufe : // is life itself.— Col.
Parker.
A fuller appreciation of the underlying principle and aim of edu-
cation will tend to increase the interest in the great network of
its institutions.
The public school plays a very important part in this life prep-
aration, and touches us more closely than any other phase of the
work. It should receive careful attention and dignified considera-
tion, not only from the officials and those who have children to ed-
ucate, but from every citizen of our commonwealth, because of its
bearing upon the social, civic and rehgious interests of future gen-
erations.
Mistakes have been made in the past and will continue to be
made, doubtless, but the future is before us and should claim our
kind forbearance and most strenuous efforts that our schools may
be the best it is possible for them to be.
I desire to express my sincere thanks to all who have in any way
co-operated with me to promote the educational interests of the
town ; to the School Board for its wise counsel and approval ; to
the teachers for their willing help and putting into practice my







The High School of any town should be all that its name im-
plies. It should be a school, not merely a step higher than the
grammar school, but a school where all the children of the town,
who have honorably completed the preparatory course of study,
can fit themselves for greater usefulness in life by laying the foun-
dations for the actual duties of life, or in preparation for more ex-
tended educational work.
In our own High School, the youth of Epping should be able to
fit themselves for the ordinary business of life, the college or insti-
tute, and with an eye to the various agricultural and industrial pur-
suits with which our town and country abound, it ought to be the
desire of every citizen of this town that her High School should be
second to none as far as these ends are concerned.
The cost between a High School usually denominated first-class
(a term which relates to the amount rather than the quality of the
instruction therein) and one that is second-class, is comparatively
insignificant, and is confined mainly to teaching service. (In our
own school the cost of a single assistant teacher for a part, possibly
the whole of the year.)
If the present school law remains on our statute book, and as
the present indications are that our school will number about
twenty-five pupils next September, we would ask you to consider
the advisableness of employing an assistant who is capable of
teaching typewriting, stenography and music, thereby increasing
the elasticity of our course and rendering it more attractive.
Would not such action be economy for the town by saving the ex-
pense of paying tuition to other towns and receiving an increased
sum in tuition from scholars in adjoining towns who would be at-
tracted by our increased curriculum ?
We believe the individual should not be obliterated by an iron-
clad curriculum, and, above all, genius should not be offered up as
a sacrifice to an " all round " education intended for the many.
It does seem that in a High school, at least individualism might be
recognized, and each pupil be permitted, under wholesome regula-
tions, to work out his own intellectual salvation on the lines of
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least resistance. These remarks are not intended as a reflection on
the co.urse in our High School, but rather as suggestive of what any
further action on our part should be, and expressive of my own
personal opinion of what High schools in general ought to be.
We wish to express our gratitude to the citizens who so gener-
ously contributed to our chemical laboratory fund. We now have
apparatus and chemicals sufificient to perform nearly all the experi-
ments given in Remsen's Elementary Course, which adds much to
the effectiveness and efficiency of the study. We are sorely in need
of physical apparatus, also reference books for the library. I would
recommend the purchase of some standard encyclopedia and
Learned's Historical References.
We are glad to report that an increased love for standard works
in literature has been engendered by the introduction of works of
Shakespeare, Addison and Milton, as supplementary reading, and
we hope this line of work may be increased the coming year by the
introduction of works of Burke, Pope, Emerson and Webster.
Looking upon reading as a means of getting thought, we can
readily see how it can be made to run parallel with other studies,
and why it can and should be made co-relative with them. His-
tory, nature study, ethics, civics, and literature can all be taught to
some extent, at least, in this way, and time that is too often given
up to the reading of comparatively trivial matter can better be de-
voted to the reading of something of a more practical and useful
nature. The love of knowledge comes with reading and grows upon
it. And the love of knowledge in a young mind is almost a war-
rant against the inferior excitement of passions and vices.
In discipline it has been the aim of your principal to maintain a
wholesome and impartial school government, such as a wise, judi-
cious and faithful parent would exercise in the family, and which
will unfold in every pupil the best qualities and stimulate the highest
principles and purposes. Your schools are created for the pupil
first, and next for the people who support them. Their great aim
is to educate the young for fitness for life and its realities, and to
do this discipline must be maintained in every department.
In closing this report I wish to thank the members of the Com-
mittee for their courtesy and loyalty, the Superintendent for his
2>2>
assistance, the parents for their co-operation, and the pupils with
whom I have come in contact for their kindliness.
Respectfully submitted,
FREDERICK T. JOHNSON, Principal.
The foregoing reports of the Superintendent and Principal of our
High School seem to give a full and complete account of the work
accomplished by our schools during the past year, and there is
nothing necessary to be added by us.
We take pleasure in reporting an increased number of school
weeks for the year as well as general improvement in the quality of
work accomplished.
Several of our schoolhouses are in need of repairs to make them
more serviceable, and a small appropriation should be made for
that purpose at our next annual meeting.
Respectfully submitted,
JOHN J. TILTON, 1 c u i tj a
EDWIN S. FOLSOM, j
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ROLL OF HONOR.
Pupils, not absent or tardy for the year ending Aug. i, 1902
FOR THE YEAR, (5).
Ada Allen, Alexina Barnaby,
Sarah Ladd, Grace Briggs,
Wesley C. Thompson.
















































STATISTICAI, REPORT FOR YEAR ENDING AUG. i, 1902.
Whole number of weeks of school.
37
There are a few things I wish to mention why I have not ap-
proved of Superintendent Hulse's report, being for inconsistency.
First, because he has allowed and encouraged pupils advancing
unprepared.
Second, because he has deprived the pupils of the rural districts
of the privilege of a proper opportunity to secure their education,
and their consideration has been of the least consequence. Their
mode of conveyance has not been suitable to carry sheep or calves
in, and were such things carried on the law would call it cruelty to
animals.
The children are entitled to just as good privileges as the super-
intendent or other scholars enjoy. This is all the education they
doubtless will have, and to be carted from one district to another,
listening to profanity and other low talk, is disgraceful.
Third, because his disciphne has been such as to allow the
pupils to destroy the school property without any restrictions.
The wood house windows at the Intermediate and Primary
schools to my knowledge have been replaced twice since I have
been on the Board, at an expense of five or six dollars. Now
there is not a square of glass to be seen, and no sash either, and
more than that, there are seven squares all broken out of the school
house windows at this writing.
Fourth, because he has deprived the pupils of the necessary
supplies furnished by the town and has compelled the parents to
furnish them, or else the children would have no pencils or paper
to perform their work with ; all this is to save so much that it may
appear the superintendent (who receives seven dollars per day for
services) is saving money. It is robbery.
Fifth, because pupils have attended school very irregularly the
last year. '
The Epping schools will always have my best wishes and sup-
port, because through them will be the means to prepare the citi-
zens to compete favorably with other towns and the world.
Respectfully submitted,
DANIEL W. LADD,
Member Epping School Board.
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